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distribution of income, leisure and educational opportunities, the
powers of local government, the new problems of population
growth, the social influence of finance capital. If it demanded
such teaching, it would widen its popular appeal and it would
reinvigorate the teaching of social science in the universities by
furnishing them with problems worthy of their resources.

Modem Europe is in the throes of a reaction against Liberal
Rationalism. What applies to the reaction against democracy
applies with equal force to the Retreat from Reason. The strength
of the reaction against democracy is that, as democracy affects
the lives of most people, it is a sham. The strength of the case
against the liberal culture of the nineteenth century is that it
cannot provide guidance for constructive social innovation to-day.
To defend a static model of political democracy or to justify the
barren intellectualism of our universities is to invite defeat. If
British civilization chooses the downward path of militarism,
neo-pagan mysticism, and storm-troop brutality, its fate will be
the penalty of our own complacent and effeminate satisfaction
with a social culture which has long since lost the creative vitality
of its youth. It is not our task to defend John Stuart Mill or to
justify Karl Marx. The movement for Adult Education should be
a consecration to face new issues in the light of new knowledge.
If British democracy has the vitality to accomplish a cultural
synthesis, preserving the genial features of an outworn Liberalism
while assimilating the crusading vigour of continental Marxism,
it will be because men and women like ourselves have the will
to create new instruments of research and education, readiness to
recognize our own shortcomings, and the determination to create
a system of representative government and popular instruction
to take the fullest advantage of the new resources of social well-
being.